[Relationship between changes in brachiocephalic arteries and osteoporosis in women with rheumatoid arthritis].
This study included 50 women with rheumatoid arthritis (mean age of 50.6 +/- 6.4 years) examined by duplex scanning of brachiocephalic arteries and double-energy X-ray absorptiometry. 56% of patients had changes in brachiocephalic arteries, 62 % suffered osteoporosis and osteopenia. The inverse relationship between the thickness of the intima-media complex of brachiocephalic arteries and bone mineral density in the proximal part of the femur and lumbar spine was documented.